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or the British administrators to follow. I congratulate the Kathia-
tfar States which have tried to introduce this reform and I
rust the day is not distant when there will be not a single liquor
hop in our peninsula.
SPECIAL CASES
I constantly receive complaints against particular States for
)ublication and criticism in Young India and Navajivan, but I do
lot propose to refer to them just now, nor have I referred td
hem in those journals. I prefer to be silent so long as I am not
n possession of all facts and have not heard what the States in
[uestion have to say. I hope to be enlightened about these things
n the Subjects Committee and if then I find it proper to say
>r to do anything, I would certainly move in the matter.
KHADI AND THE SPINNING-WHEEL
There are two items in which we can expect full co-operation
xom the Indian States. At one time our national economics was
:his that just as we produced our own corn and consumed it so did
we produce our own cotton, spin it in our homes and wear the
slothes woven by our weavers from our own yarn. The first part
of this description is still true while the latter part has almost
ceased to hold good. A man generally spends upon his clothing
a tenth of what he spends upon his food; hence instead of distribut-
ing ten per cent of our income among ourselves we now send
it to England or to our own mills. That means that we lose so
much labour, and in the bargain spend money on our clothing
ind consequently suffer a twofold loss. The result is that we stint
ourselves in the matter of food in order to be able to spend on
slothing, and sink into greater and greater misery day by day.
We are bound to perish if the twin industries of agriculture and
spinning as well as weaving disappear from our homes or our vil-
lages. I will leave it to the members of the Conference to ima-
gine what would be the consequence if all the villages under Bhav-
nagar were to order out their food and clothing from Bhav-
nagar. Still it is this unnatural procedure which we have adopted
about our clothing* We either import our clothing from foreign
countries or else get it from our mills. In either case it spells
decay of our rural population.
Let us not be deluded by the example of the other countries
which import their clothing from outside and still do, not suffer
economically. In other countries if people give up spinning
they^take to some still more remunerative industry